Network. . .learn,..see whatl's mew. .. den'l miss these must-attend packaging conferences coming up

on April 16 af Lambeau Field - regisier al waw. converlersespo.com
June 10-12, Miami, FL - register al www.globalpouchforum.com
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_ Sophisticated robotics reveals
i new technology and controls to
increase efficiencies. = 20
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PROPACK

FLEXIBLE ROBOTIC COLLATOR & LOADER
SAVES TIME, MONEY AND SPACE

Take five with Propack Processing & Packaging Systems president Chris Follows.
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Food and Beverage Packaging: What's the
differénce between robotics and automation?

Chris Follows: While the terms have become perhaps
incorrectly interchangeable, robotics is the term used o
dhescribe the Beld of robots amd is uses. Inthe packaging
indwestry, robotics is o programmable, auwtomatic machine
whent replaces specilic human effon, but does not look -
manoid or perform a task in a human-like manner,

FEP: Are robotics affordable?

Follows: Certainly! While 1 wouldn't suggest a Mom
and Pop shop purchase one upon start-up, certainly for
better-established companies looking o improve effi-
ciencies, then adding robotic picoes is the way 10 go.
But, its more than just simple dollars and cents, We
have a lot of customers throughout both Nonh and
South America. Even though labor is less expensive in

5A, ling effickencies feamuring robotics
I are quickly recognized. More product
in less time can be effectively processed
with next to zero product loss with ro-
botics than by cheaper labor any day
= and that is where the retum on in-
vestment is macle,

FEP: What's the
latest addition to
your robotics line-up?

Follows: The LB-5ET robotic
collator & loader is the latest
addition 1 our range of el
fcient products. It provides
a cost-gffective means for the
packaging industry o handle
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flat or on edge output from medium-speed ow wrap-
pers 1o be picked and placed within a lexible canon
lowder nealy, gently and quickly And it sits within a
small and compact 68-inch x 60-inch footprint.

FEF: What are the benefits of the LE-SRT?

Follows: The LB-SRT is reasonably priced, which
means that even small companies can afford it
while s the same time it enhances the selection of
robotics available for larger companies.

FEF: How does it work?

Follows: The LB-5KT collates flow wrapped products
and loads them into tri-seal cartons or trays. From
Rockwell Automation, Propack uses the advanced Al-
len Bradley brand Compacilogix PLC with Kinetix
350 Ethernet 1P servo drives amd motors 1o provide the
machine with state-of-the-art motion control available.
And since we are cognizant that not everyone is a com-
puter genius, we've made the operation a simple task
with a user-friendly Allan Bradley PanelView Plus 1500
color wuchscreen HMI comtrol panel and Compact-
Logix that provides machine monioring data. You'll
always know exactly how well your line i running.

Our partner, Kliklok Woodman, provides the case
erectors that take corrugated blanks and erect the
carton o create a wp-load conminer

ABB Robotics provides the LB-SKT with the keen pick-
ing capacity of its IRB360 Flexpicker delta-style robot,
which is able to work within a compact lootprint while
maintaining accuracy and high payloads of up 1w 400
products per minute.

Wi also designed the mobotic collmor and loader 1o
operate 247, wtilizing a rugged stainless steel sanitary
framse that will also allow the operator to easily perform
quick and easy changeovers,

The LE-SRT provides a tremendows variety of options
with flexibility 10 the customer. At Propack, customer
satisfaction i paramount. FRBP



